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Introduction

The second edition of Medical Response to Child Sexual Abuse is specifically
developed to provide physicians, nurses, and other medical professionals with the
tools they need to examine, identify, and treat cases of child sexual abuse. This
revised and updated text reflects the contemporary best practices for the pediatric
approach to childhood sexual abuse.

These electronic flashcards to accompany Medical Response to Child Sexual Abuse,
Second Edition were created with students in mind, with key terms and definitions
to enhance and inform the core content organized into 6 categories: Anatomy,
Injuries, Forensic Examination, Psychology, Maltreatment, and Miscellaneous
terms. Over 175 interactive, color-coded cards come in a downloadable set and
include a comprehensive array of terminology, including anatomical terms,

types of physical injuries and how they are identified, language used in legal and
public health contexts, and other assorted medical and psychological vocabulary
pertaining to sexual abuse.

As a publisher, STM Learning’s mission is to provide relevant information to
professionals and consumers who are in a position to identify, interpret, report,
prevent, or treat child maltreatment, sexual assault, and domestic violence. With
this series of flashcards, we aim to heighten awareness of these issues by making
our content more accessible to people in a variety of fields and stages of education.




Anatomy 0

External Hymenal
Ridge




Anatomy 0

Female anatomy. A midline longitudinal ridge of tissue on
the external surface of the hymen. May be either anterior or
posterior and usually extends to the edge of the hymen.




Anatomy 0

Vagina




Anatomy 0

Female anatomy. The internal structure extending from the
uterine cervix to the imnner edge of the hymen.




Anatomy 0

Anal polyp




Anatomy 0

Abnormal growths that start in the inner lining of the colon
or rectum. Some polyps are flat while others have a stalk.
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Anatomy 0

Male anatomy. Also glans penis or balanus. The cap-shaped
expansion of the spongiosum at the end of the penis. It is
covered by mucous membrane and sheathed by the prepuce
(foreskin) in uncircumcised males.




Anatomy 0

Amygdala




Anatomy 0

A roughly almond-shaped mass of gray matter inside each
cerebral hemisphere, involved with the experiencing of
emotions.
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Erythema




Injuries 0

Superficial reddening of the skin, usually in patches, as a
result of injury or irritation.

Injuries
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Syphilis




Injuries 0

A chronic bacterial disease that 1s contracted primarily by
infection during sexual intercourse, but also congenitally by
infection of a developing fetus. In the United States, syphilis
remains an uncommon complication of child sexual abuse,
found in fewer than 1% of children screened.

Injuries
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Adenopathy




Injuries 0

Any disease or inflammation that involves glandular tissue or
lymph nodes.

Injuries
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Prophylaxis




Injuries 0

Measures designed to preserve health and prevent the spread
of disease.

Injuries




Forensic Examination e

Negative Predictive
Value (NPYV)




Forensic Examination e

The proportion of patients with a negative test result or
examination finding who do not have the target disorder
or condition. Given a particular sensitivity and specificity
of a test, NPV is dependent on the prevalence of the
condition.

Forensic Examination
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Case-Control Study




Forensic Examination e

Typically compares 2 groups to each other: cases and
controls. The groups compared in many child abuse
studies are children who have been abused (ie, cases) and
children who have not been abused (ie, controls or control
subjects). Case-control studies cannot establish population
rates for a condition because the researcher sets the rate of
sampled cases, and they also cannot be used to determine
cause and effect. However, this type of study can be
beneficial because it often requires far fewer subjects than
cross-sectional studies, especially when the conditions or
diseases studied are rare.

Forensic Examination
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Acute Sexual Assault




Forensic Examination e

Includes a broad spectrum of nonconsensual sexual activity.
Most jurisdictions define acute as an event that occurred in
the past 72 hours, but some will include events as far out as
7 to 10 days in the acute category.

Forensic Examination
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Supine Frog-Leg
Position




Forensic Examination e

This position 1s used for smaller, prepubertal female
children. The child places the soles of the feet together, with
knees flexed laterally. Placing the feet on a pull-out shelf

at the base of the examination table may allow for better
manipulation and visualization of the genitals, especially

if the shelf is slightly below the level of the table. This
position usually provides an adequate view of the vulva,
hymen, and vestibule.

Forensic Examination
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Adverse Childhood
Experience (ACE)




Psychology o

Adverse childhood experiences are potentially traumatic
events that occur in childhood. Child sexual abuse has been
defined as an ACE. Other ACEs, including physical abuse
and neglect, are also commonly present in the homes of
sexually abused children.

Psychology
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Posttraumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD)




Psychology o

A disorder in which a person has difficulty recovering
after experiencing or witnessing a terrifying event. PTSD
may last months or years, with triggers that can bring back
memories of the trauma accompanied by intense emotional
and physical reactions.

Psychology
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Complexly
Traumatized




Psychology o

Multiply maltreated children who experience an early onset
of maltreatment within the caregiving environment. With
increasing traumatic exposure comes increasing symptom
and outcome complexity.

Psychology
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Emotional Abuse




Psychology o

Any abusive behavior that is not physical; may include verbal
aggression, intimidation, manipulation, and humiliation.
Most often unfolds as a pattern of behavior over time that
aims to diminish another person’s sense of identity, dignity,
and self-worth.

Psychology




Maltreatment 6

Child Labor




Maltreatment 6

The exploitation of children through any form of work

that deprives children of their childhood; interferes with

their ability to attend regular school; and is mentally,
physically, socially, or morally harmful. It is a more restricted
category than “economically active children” or “working

children” because it excludes all children working legally
in accordance with International Labour Organization
Conventions 138 and 182.

Maltreatment




Maltreatment 6

Feeling No Pain Myth
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People with disabilities are thought of as having no feelings
or as being immune to pain and suffering. There is no basis
for this myth; individuals with disabilities experience the
same range of emotions found in any person.

Maltreatment
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Human Trafficking
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The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or
obtaining of a person for labor, services, or commercial sex
through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of
involuntary servitude, debt bondage, or slavery.

Maltreatment
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Commercial Sexual
Exploitation of

Children (CSEC)
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Includes child prostitution, child pornography, and sexual
exploitation of children in the context of travel and tourism.
The key element of CSEC, as opposed to other forms of child
sexual abuse, 1s that it involves a commercial transaction or
exchange in which one or more parties makes a gain. In cases

of CSEC, the intended commercial gain does not need to be
obvious, nor does it require the exchange of money. In some
situations, such as child marriage, the exploitation involves
contractual or commercial exchange, gain of prestige, land
transfer, or other services. Conversely, child trafficking, child
sales, and child slavery may all involve sexual abuse and ex-
ploitation, even 1f that was not the original or primary intent.

Maltreatment
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Hypopigmentation
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Patches of skin that are lighter than the overall skin tone.

Miscellaneous
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Ubiquitylation
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The process of attaching a small molecule (ubiquitin) to

a target protein that may mark it for degradation, alter the
cellular location, affect activity, or enhance or prevent
protein interactions. Ubiquitin is found in almost all tissues;
hence, it 1s “ubiquitous.”

Miscellaneous
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Precocious Puberty




Miscellaneous 6

When a child’s body begins changing into that of an adult
(puberty) too soon. However, this definition is no longer
considered valid in the United States because significant
numbers of girls develop breast budding before age 8
years, and a variety of factors (eg, obesity, race) can affect

development. In true precocious puberty, menarche is either
1diopathic or the result of a variety of cerebral disorders or
prolonged exposure to sex steroids from any source.

Miscellaneous
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